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Meddling in Mexico,
From the Tritune,
That & burnt ohild ought to droad the fire
we know; we are not half 50 sure that he gen-
erally does. Indeed, it has often seemed to us

that burnt children had a gpeoial proolivity
for ‘4he devouring element,”  Whoever
kuoew a man ruined in character and fortune
by gawbling who thenceforth shunned io-
flexibly the blackleg's den ? Whoever know

san who had poured all he wana worth down
].llumtlhroul that Jial t;nt love the flery fluid that
ved his perdition !
h.gl. ;,otrs mhmrﬁ, that he who has smim ork:;:
fonrfully burmed, while himsell unharme .
shotld know enough to keep 000}, and it u :
terly amazes us, in view of the 'mm?;“ and
bitter experience of France in Mexico, ¢ 3‘\‘_’“
ghould have countrymen eager to imitate ;In-
leon’s folly. There ia no proof that Lu:?
renoh were poeuliarly obnoxions in Mexico;
the natural instinet of independence, with the
distrost and hatred of foreigners common to
all ignorant and some tolerably intelligent
@, fully acconnts for the uverthrow. :}nd
3::1!: of Maximilian. The dullest, most illite-
rata “‘greaser'’ comprehends that the rule of
fore in his country implies her inoapacity
for self-government, and he resents ﬂ-l'[:i all the
more since he has & smothered suspicion that
it is true.

The T¥mes is moved by a recent prepostarous
manifesto to say:—

wWe are very happy that Benor Romero has
woen it to Font ne the formation of 4 trealy
beiween the Unlted Stutes and Mexleo, ‘for
mutual protection against invasion and rebel-
lion.' lfm bhe all very well for us to do what
we can to help Mexico out of her troubles; but
for Mexico to gend an army to help us in case
of rebellion or invasion, 1s something we wonld
rather not agree to. The ldea wns sugeesied Lo
Romero by ‘Mr. A, Watson,' not by Secralary
Seward."

—The American people had better under-
gtaid at the outset that all schemes of
“mutoal protection’’ or whatever specious
name may be given to the meditated arrange-
ment between our Government aud Joares,
mean the paddling upon us of the Mexican
debt. It is just this that makes Louis
Napoleon 88 auxious now to get us into
Mexico as he recently professed to be to rule
ns out. If Uncle Sam wonld just swallow

dsed, it will be 5o broad that it may beoome
identified with the general surface, and o be
e Phg;";;shl all. ilr. Johnm:;u loft ‘“the
AuUON our' in the hands 6f Flanagan,
however, and in suoh handa thay r w
be safe; although if by the |nm- :

of the howr" he menns disposal ﬁ the
officts, we are not sure that the ‘Mo n
vote' will feal that confidence in Fisunsgan
that his very name ingpires in us.

It remains to be seen how this devalopment
will affect the general Presidential canvass.
0Of pourse its influence will be grstlt. lf:;r‘tlhin
suddenly appearing Flanngan party, rin
the forl.nue{:}::f Mr.s Johnatm,l vgtlljmd by th
prinefples and kept together by his patronage,
will make a grand centre of attraotion for all
free politial lanves. Wendell Phillips, who

might do worse than take Jobnson. (iresley
has deolared his destre for 8 candidats whose
principles are known—and what man’s prin.
ciples are better known than Johnson's are!
Indeed, Mr. Johngon is exactly the candidate
defined by Gresley and Phillips in their vague
attempts to say what sort of a oandidats {s
neoessary, and thus there is high probability
that they will come into the Flanagan party,
but too late, of course, to divide honors with
its great originator, These are some of the
changes that the development of the Flanagan
arty may bring about. There will of course
w others; but we will not enter upon the
labor of Indicating them just now, being con-

that, under the suspices of this new Jolin Jones
and man Friday Andy Johnson may look
forward to a grander future than the Tennesses

Senatorship,
—————a

The Destruction of the Crops.
From the Tridune.

| A hideous plot has just been discovered in
| Ponneylvania, having for its object the
destruction of the crops throughout the
oountry. The band of midnight conspirators
who met in FPhiladelphia have long
tated a sweeping blow, by which all of
food should be forever annihilated. We
have the full particulars of this vile con-
gpiraoy, of which the notorious Joe Flanagan
was the chief.

great political parties; from both of which he
has repeatedly been expelled, under aggra-
vating cirenmstances. Writhing under this
disgrace, he resolved to ruin them both, that
his own small party might spring suddenly
into power.
throwing vast quantities of strychnins into

Mexioo bodily, he could not refuse to assume
and pay her debt; and its amount, if he were
onos “4in for it,"’ would canse him to open his |
eyes. A few men would get rich out of Mexi-
can mines and marts; but the great mass of |
us would find our already heavy burden of |
taxation largely increased.

Let Mexico alone. That is the sum of all |
wisdom on the subject. She has given us to
understand, in executing Maximilinn, that our
Government's influence with her chisftains is

paught—that she chooses 1o manage her own |
It is best in the long run |
Let Napoleon |

affairs—so let her.
for her—Dbest uvery wa
geek relmbursement
anywhere but here.

for us.
or his luckless ventore
Hands ofl'!

Another Presidential Move—The Pro«
posed Flanagan Party,
From the Hevald,

Two or three days ago the President issued
a very sensible order to United States Mar-
shals, instructing them to ‘‘obssrve with vigi-
lance all persons whom they had reasonable
cause to suspect” of filibustering purposes.
The marshals were also authorized to
“promptly interpose the authority of the
United States” in these cases for the preven-
tion of dangeroug congequences,
arigen for the enforcement of this order sooner
than seemed probable. Here is Flanagan, of
Pennsylvania, and here are Welsh and Top-

sawyer, and other illustrious oitizens of the
same great Commonwealth—arrant filibusters
all—and where are the marshals? Ont of
sight a8 yet; going down the round turn, and
over.the homestretch, and on the second half
mile, and up the distance pole, and in all
those sorts of pluces, but of course not
where they ouggt to be—interposing tha
authority of the United Slates against the
dangerous schieme of these political scape-
graces and speculators and their fllibustering
attempt to build up a private party of their
own, to the great disturbance and probable
ruin of the regularly established parties that
now oontrol the reople and the spoils. If there
@ver was a chse for
If flibustering is dangerous anywhers, itis om
occasions like this, where distinguished sons
of the republic, with political ambition soaring
beyond ;)] ordinary control, with a hunger
and al. for
poaai] ¥ oan hope to satisfy, throw them-
gelves out of the common trammels of life, and
gtart on a career as ambitions as that of Phe-
ton, who took . Apollo’s ribbong for a day and
ran his’ establishment into the Po, Having
rhaps)
ﬁf;.) nel to gain, who kuows what partieg
they dum or with what ‘“audden
mll:‘;.g-of .&l names’' they may illumi.
nate the century?  Who shall say t they
may not make Andrew Johnson President, or,
failing land him lower than a President
of the United States ought to go !

Semmed, the illustrions Admiral of the once
Confederate Navy, acknowledged recently the
embarrassment of not knowing & man who
had forced himsell upon his sttention. He
had never befora ‘‘heard of his name or fame,"
However wa might desire such & refuge as this
in regard to the party, it I8 denied
m.nEW'ho conld expect'to be credited in say-
ing that he had never heard the name of
Flunsgan ! We have heard the name of Welsh
also. Nor cin we conscientiously deny our
familiarity with the name of Sawyer. We
would not, however, undertake to answer for
the identity of the particular Flanagan, Welsh,
and Bawyer in question; but they cannot Kﬂrﬁ-
tend to be more respectably obscure than others
of thelr names, . therefore, this point is of

copsequence. There s one identity we oan
answer for, and that is the identity of their
little game. We have seen that played in all
sorta of shapes, in all sorts of ways and under
all conoeivable names, and it is atill the sams
old game. Indeed, we have been expeotin
the & anoce of Flanagan, Welsh, an
Hawyer
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the lakes and rivers was thought of, but re-
jected, a8 it was known that the Democrats
never drink water. Then it was proposed to
put arsenic in the whisky, but this was also
abandoned ns utterly harmless to the Republi-
cang, and becanse the immense quantity of

whisky consumed by the Democratic party |

would dilute, till it became powerless, all the
poison that could be obtained. Other plans,

each, were rejeoted as too vxpensive. The plot
was rapidly becoming what the Philadelphia
papers call an imbroglio, when, as Joseph was
one day mingling his tears with a plate of
goup, it oceurred to him that the capabilities
of soup as an engine of national destruction
ihnd never been thoroughly developed. Ha

thonght with admiration of the superb scheme

by which the Union-Conservative-Hunger- |

| Committes of New York intend to turn General

| Grant into a soup ladle, and how lie might imi- |

tate if not excel their effrontery, Before the
soup was finished, the plot was matored.
Joseph contemplated nothing else than the
creation of a famine throughout the land.
Five or six men, equal in capavity to himself,
might, he thought, speedily produce a famine
if the opportunity were aflorded. With this
| end in view, he made known his nefurious
scheme to one John Welsh, one Cosshall, ona
Sawver, and one Bevan. Dreadful oaths of
secresy were sworn over & bowl of soup, and
the copspirators in their midnight conclaves
| practised nightly, and tested their power of
- copsumption. The result inspired them with
enthusiasm and confidence, and their long de-

]p;-i\-ation of office, formerly regretied, was now |

ooked upon as Providential overraling, in-
| teuded to increase their appetites.
| weeks of this practive was followsd by such an
| alarmivg rise in the price of food in Phila-
desist for want of funds, and compelled to
strike the Dblow,

went
Arose.

Their scheme was to ask the President to
appoint them to office. That done, the fate of

to Washington, where it immediately

{ the nation would be gesled. They had ob- |
the marshals, this i2 one, |

tained, by peeping through the key-hole of the
Agricultural Bureau, the knowledge that the
| W heat crop would be 200,000,000 bashels; the
Indian corn erop, 1,000,000,000 bushels; the
oat crop, ﬁﬂll,l'l(iﬂ,wl} bushels; the rice, barley
rys, aind other crops, 500,000,000 bushels, an
thess statistics filled them with gratitnde to

| Providence. Joseph decided that each of the five |

conspirators should hold s mnn{ offices as he
could get; that the crops should
| into five rations, to be equally distribnted, he
being responsible for the consumption of the
rye—baked or distilled, as personal idipsynora-
sies should determine, Everything baing thus
settled, the five conspirators—disguising their
hunger lest it might reveal their plot—waited
upon the Presideént, and requested to be ap-
pointed postmasters. But, fortunately for the
vountry, Mr, Johnson invited them to dinner,
and after witoessing that performance with
astonishment and fear, plainly told them
that in duty to hiz awn fumily he could mot
grant their request. He could not contem-
plate without weeping, he said, the spectacls
of Minister Campbell crying for bread in vain,
of Bteedman and Fallerton reduoed to tha na-
cessity of devouring each other, and expiring
office-holderg everywhere reproaching him
with their untimely ends.. No, gentlamen, he
gaid, flrmly, I cannot permit you to reverse
the miracle by which a few fragments ware
made 12,000 loaves, and to turn 12 000,000,-
000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000, 000,000 losves
into a few fragments, Hearing these terrible
words, the comspirators burst into tears and
retired, resolving to extort from General Grant
his views n}mn the impartial distribution of
soup and of fish-balls as & reward of Spartan
fidelity to the l;m;:itil.utio? Snch was the
narrow escape of the people of this conntry!
Had the aroh-conspirator s'oaaph and his my’;-
widons obtained offics, the orops would have
been devoured, the Democracy and the Re-
Eublimm annihilated, and starvation would
ave stared the natlon in the face.
e .

Mr. Jefferson and Patrick Heonry.
From the World.

‘We read the other day in the Philadelphia
Age acurious tract or memorandum by Mr.
Jefferson on Patrick Henry. It is not o plea-
punt document.  As it bears no date, one can
only conjecture the ciroumstances aud inilu-
ences under which it was written and it is
natural to attribate it to that portion of My,
Jeflerson's 1ife when, in ‘absolute
st Monticello, ho allowed himsell to by embit.

wants a man of words for the l’ronlaiem-.y, |

temt for the present with pointing ont the fact |

odi- :

Flanagan has long been |
known as one of the bitter enemies of the |

Various plans were suggested; |

costing to exsoute five, ten, and thirty dollars |

A few |

| to join the *“Cabal.”
| delphis, that the conspirators were obliged to |

They left Philadelphia, |
| the price of provisions immediately fell, and | !
{ of the French Revolution—the bloody radical-
| i#m of the Convention in Frauce, so like our

be divided |
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only the oocourrences of
the » Whioh is tha most in Lt form of

the nuisance “diary," but what other people
told him, and what he fancied were his recol-
leotions. This Patrick-Henry memorandum
reads very much like & page from *““Ana.”
Mr. Jefferson never duly meustred the new
terror of death—posthumous publioation of
his private papers, and he has suffered grie-
vougly from it, Not so much, perhaps, as his
preat rival Hamilton, whose (8o has lterally

ont slaughtered by an unnatural son; buat
gtill the work of self-disparagement was
protty well done. His relatives and blogra-
phers have i{llustrated another defect of per-
#sonal character, which {8 nmow very promi-
nent, Mr, Jeflerson mever seemed to rise to
the dignity of proud contentment with the
groat trinmph which he and his party won
over the Federalists, and which kept them in

| Tull possession of the Government for a quarter

to 1826, Mr,
Mr. Jefferson seemed always
in a fume—in a political fret. He was always
thinking of the Federalists and their ohiafs as
if they were in fall life and in the fleld againat
him—angrily of Hamilton, who was in his
bloody grave; as angrily of Burr, who had put
him there, though an exile and an ontcast; of
Henry Lee; of Judge Marshall, who was ont
of his way, and moving innocently in the pure
gereme of his high fumotion; of Washington,
and now, it seems, of Patrick Henry. On his
tomb Mr, Jefforson long after wrote what we
must deseribe as the Hll-natured epitaph whioh
the Age, though evidently with some mis-
giving, reproduces.

As to Mr. Jeflerson’s recollections of Henry
in early life and his comments on his profes-
siopal gualifications and intellectual charac-
teristics, we ocan say nothing. They may be
Just or not. Mr. Jefforson was a man of the
pen, and not of the tongue. Patrick Henry
was the reverse. Mr, Jefforson, in this memo-
raudum, bows down in reverence to the tri-
umphs of the pen, even when won by those
whom he disliked as Le did Mr. Jay and Mr.
Dickingon. He rather pooh-poohs tihe
“orator," and this thread of disparagement of
Henry’s imtellect runs througl this whole
eriticism, and must, we think, be apparent to
every one. But there is, in our Jm ment, a

raver defect in this “‘character” of Henry.
tis historically inexact. It is worth notive,
too, that Mr, Jeiferson, who was a rhetorical
artist, puts the gharp sting at the eud. After

of a century— from 1800
Madison did.

whittling away Mr. Henry's namea en small |

matters, and leaving ohips all about him as to
his “‘rapacity for fees,” and his “parsimony,"’
and “the Yazoo speculation,” he winds o
with the following, in which ths reader will
observe that, at one blow, in which all his
sp'tiful energies are concentrated, he strikes
Washington, Lee, and Henry:—

“General Washington flattered iim by an ap-
pointment to a mission to Spain, which he de-
¢lined; and by proposiog w hlm the otflce of
Secretary of State, on the most enrnest solicita-
tion of Genernl Henry Les, who pledged bim-
self that Henry should not aceept of it, For
General Washington knew that he was entirely
unqualifed for It, and, moreover, thint his self-
esteem had never suflered bl to nel as second
to any man on earth, I bhad this fmel from in-
formatlon, but that of the mission to Spain is
of my own knowledge, bocnuse, aller my ro-
tiring from Lhe affice of Secretary ol State Gene-
ral Washington passed Lthe papers ta Mr, Henry
thirongh my hands, Mr. Henry's nposiacy sunls
bim to nothlog in the estimution of his eoun-
try. He lostat onee all that lofluence whinh
Federallsm had hoped, by cajoling hilm, to
transfer with him to lteelr; and a man who,
through a long and actlve Ilfn'. had been Lthe
{dol nF his country beyond any one Lhat ever
lived, descended to the grave with less than 1ts
ultlilfelt-.tlot‘. and verified Lthe saving of the phi-
losopher, that no mun must be called happy
until e l& dead."”

Here, 20 far as facts are concerned, Wash-
ington and Lee are most disparaged—the for-
mer as party to a small stratagem for buying
up a political adversary by an offer (and that
too, of a cabinet office) which he knew would
not be accepted, and General Lee as the go-
between on the oceasion. Unfortunately for
Mr. Jefferson, facts (stubborn things), as now
ascertained, do not support his theory, He
ignores the fact that betwesn Wa.-thln]glun and
Henry there bad always been a kind fesling
dating as far backas 1777, when Henry refused
Differences as to the
Federal Constitution before its adoption, in
which we incline to think, from what we see
nowadays, Henry was right, separated them.
But concurrence of opinion as to the insanity

“Convention'’ in the Distriot of Columbia—
brought them together again, This it is that
Mr, Jefferson, crazy as he was on the subject
of Franoce, never forgave. Hine illas objurga-
tiones.  As to the traffic for posts in the Wash-
ington COabinet, there is npot & shadow of
foundation for the gossip. The private lettors
on the snbject, unseen, of course, hy Mr,
Jetferson, are now in print. They tell a story
very different from his imaginings, On the
17th of August, 1794, Lee wrote to Washing-
ton that he had met Mr. Henry in Virghlﬁ
who expressea some [ears that mischisf h
been made, and that he (Heory) was looked
upon ns ‘‘afactions and seditions man' by
the President. “He seoms," says Lee,
‘4o be deeply and sorely affected, It
is very mucﬁ to bae regretted, for he is
a man of positive virtne as well as of
transcendent talents.” Washivgton replied
at once that there was no fonndation for
this idea; and added, and it shows how long
Washington remembered the bmse meauns
once employed to ruin him:—"On the gues-
tion of the Congtitution, Mr. H and my-
gelf, it is well known, have been of differant
opinions, but personally I haye always re-
spected and estepmed bim; nay, more, I have
comesived myeell under obligations to him for
the friendly manner in which hie transmitted to
me some insidions anonymous writings that
were sent to himin the close of the year 1777,
with & view to embark him in the opposition
forming sgainst me at that time."”” This was
communicated to Henry, who at once said in
a letter, every word of which is instinot with
patriotism:—*'"My present views ' are to spend
my days in X vacy. 1If, however, it shall
plense God, during my life, so to order the
oourse of events as to render my foeble efforts
necessary for the safety of the sountry in any
aven the smallest degree, that little which
van doshall be done. Whenever yon may
have an opportunity ['shall be much obliged
by your presenting my best respeots and duty
to the President, assuring him of my gratitude
for his favorable sentiment towards me.” It
was in this letter he sid, "Althon‘rt’; a Demo-
orat myself, T like not the late Demoorstio
societies,’’ Thess socleties, we all know, were
Mr. Joflerdon’s pels, even when he was in
Washington's Cabinet. In October, 1795,
Washington wrote, mnot to lLee, whoss
sgency fin reconciliation had long since
coased, but to Edward Ou-rlﬂ_wn, that
he was desirous to bring . Hsﬁﬁ
into his Cabinet, but feared ke wo
not acoept the place, and on the Oth of October
ﬁp offered him the | '
r. Jeflornon says
ander

AT

ingenuous and dlsoreditable trick. Washing-
ton’s letter lien before us, and wo wish we had
room to print avery word of l% Its first words
—remember, n it s Washinglon who
writes— "“whate¥er may be tha recoption of this
ln;u:& and oandor shall mark ita steps.
You do know thal the offios of Btate |
vacant; and no one oan Ye mote Rensible than
yonmifof the importande of fling i€ with o
person of abilities, and one In whom the publio
would have confidehioe. My wish ia that you
will accept it,”” and thén he adds:—
"My ardent desire Is, and m
nA r-r’u depsnded up;'n the Ez:!m‘lv‘: nbp!:r‘:-
ment, 1o comply strioily with all cur sngage.
ments, forelgn and domestic: but to kkoop
United Sintes free from ounneotion with m‘T
olher ebunliry, to sea Lhem lnu?mdem of all,
abd under the luflnemoes of nond, . In a word, 1
wnnt an Amdriodn obarmcter, thal the powers
of Kurope may be aonvineod we aob o
saives and not for olhers, This, in tnyg:x;.
uen?, (8 the only way Lo be respeoted a da
and happy al home, and pot, by besoming Pha
partisnns of Grest Britain or Franoce, oreate dis-
senslons, distorb the publle tranquillity, and
destroy, perhape forever, the cement whioch
binds the Unfon, I am satisfiea these senti-
menis eannot be otherwise than congeninl with
your own. I ask your ald In earrylog them
nwo effect,”

Doos this look like a half-hearted offor, such
as Mr, Jefferson represents it? Mr, lluury
declined thg position in a letter which hias not
been preserved, and Colonel Piokering was
appointed.

In the last years of their lives Washington
and Henry corresponded on terms of the most
nffeotionate intimacy., Washington begged
him to go buck to the Virginia Legislaturs,
which be did, and it was at this time Henry
wrote a letler, from which we wish, in ¢onolu-
glon, we could make some extracts, every word
of which, if seen, would have been gall and
wormwood to Mr. Jefferson and his Gallo-
maniacs. We are compellsd hers to closs our
effort to do exaot justice to the honored dead—
egpecially the dead of that great and glorious
Commonwealth—the mother of States and
ereator of the constitutional Union—now,
Niobe in her voiceless woa.

The Milltary Commanders—The Presi-
dent and His Polley.

From the Timaos,

The intention of the President to remove
General Sheridan naturally affords encourage-
ment to the opponents of the law in other
military districts. The enemies of the Union
and of honest government in Louisiana, who
have succeeded in enlisting the support of
the President, are already followed by kindred
apirite from Alabama. *‘If Sheridan iz to be

removed, why not Pope 1"’ is the query with
which they corner Mr. Johnson. To this in.
quiry there can be no satisfactory answer.
The course of the two Generals named has
been identical in principle and purpose. Both
have interpreted the law in the same sense,
and both have deemed the deposition of un-
trustworthy oivil officers essential to the effec-
tive working of the reconstruction scheme.
If the President, then, interfere for the benalfit
of the Rebels aud the corrupt peliticians at
New Orleans, can he do less for his friends
and petitioners at Mobile ! Their complaints
come within the same category. They are as
reasonable, as just, as proper in one case as in
the other. If Sheridan is to be decapitated,
with what decency can Pope be allowed to
keep his official head ? Nay, if Sheridan is to
sufler because of his fidelity to the loyal pur-
wsed of the people, and his adherencs to the
snown lntent of the law, who among the dis-
trict commanders will care to expose himself
to the suspicion of being unfaithful to his
trust ? For, plainly spenking, that will be the
imputation under which every commander
will rest who may not suffer from the Presi-
dent’s abuse of the power of removal. When
he inflicts the threatened punishment upon
Sheridan, whose offense is the administration
of the law in the interest of the Union rather
than of the Rebellion, Pope nnd Sickles and
Orr and Bcholield may well pray to share the
game fate. Not to be removed will be to incur
suspicions which few besides the President are
willing to eéncounter,

Dut how will the removal of (Generals who
have proved themselves loyal and energetic
help the President! His object, as we under-
stand it, is quite as much to defy Congress as
to punish officers who have acted according to
& stern gense of duty. His organs tell us that
he will not suffer General Graut to exercise the
autbority which the Bapplementary act
explicitly reposes in him; that he (Mr. John-
son j, will assert his right to revise the district
commuanders’ action, to check their procesd-
ings, and to dictate the course they shall pur-
gug. There can be nodoubt as to the meaning
ol these intimations. They foreshadow an-
other conflict between the President and the
reprégentatives of the people. Whether he
intend it or not, they will provoks a storm be-
fore which all he has and all he can do will be
swept into nothingness. If he were not insen-
gible to the gigns of the times, he would hear
and heed the mutterings which the mere an-
ticipation of the removal of Bheridan has
evoked. He would remember that the mis-
interpretation of the law which the Attornay-
General's opinlons rendered possible brought
Congress together one month ago; and he
wuufd thenos infer the probable effect of pro-
ceedings by which be proposes to array the
power of the Executive openly agaiust the
will of Congress, and to get rid of thosein
whom that body reposes unbonnded confl-
dence.

Another circomstance i§ not unworthy of
Mr, Johnson’s attention. The advocates of
impeachment have been in & minority thus
far, in consequence of a desire to avoid ex-
treme measures, as well because of the coun-
try's need for peace, a8 because of the belief
that the President would interposge no farther
obstacle to the operation of the law. All this
will change the moment Mr. Johnson makes
known purpose to disregard the law, and
to employ the np@ortnnitiaa of his position
adversely to the Congressional plan. Think
you that such a display as that which Mr.
Johnson is confidently said to oentemplate
will not invest the demand for im
witha vitality it has not hitherto possessed !
Here will be a positive act—an unmistakable
contravention of the law—just such an fssue
a8 the extremists have watched for; and who
can doubt is effect on the popular mind and
on Congress ! Beginnings of this effact may
be traced mow, Journals which have steadil
depreoated impeachment, hint that, after llz
it may be & necesaity. Chicago Tvibune
and the Albany FEvening Journal ave of the
pumber. The habitually moderate Providence
Journal, ired as it 18 by Senator Anthony,

izes the necessity for poiuting out the
tendency of the President's ocondaet to
strengthen the impeachment party. Nothing
ghort of blindness or fatuity can ths
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strife, but Mr. Johnson will assuredly find
himself powarless befors the outraged pationce
and patriotio instinets of the ple.
It 18 idle to talk, as Mr. ohnson's apolo-

%inis do, of the lirlugmm infMioted upon him
y recent legisiation. His suthority is a
small maller compsred to the reconstruoo-
tion of the Union on a sound basis, And
though he may, well chafe under restriotions
which his own ill judgment provoked and
justifies, e must not assume tfna.t others dis-
regard t‘lue essential merita of the controversy.
The question, as it stands, is wider far than
that merely personal one to which his vauity
and obstinacy would dwar! it, Divestad of
gurplusage, it is, Ehall the President; who in
18656 usurped the authority to pull down and
get up, now dictate terms and conditions, or
gbhall this power be exercised solely by the
people ! According to his hypothesis, Con.
gress is ohargeable with usurpation, But the
original “ueurper'’ was himself; and we have
yet to learn that his right, so acquired and
exercised, forms a tepable barrier, eoven in
argument, to the organized will of the States
as expressed by Congresa.

The Art of Journallsm,
From the Independent.

Mr. Gladstone, the parlinmentary orator,
recently presided at the annual dinner of the
Newspaper Press Fund, ii London; and in
proposing the toast of the occasion he made
some highly complimentary remarks on the
functions of the journalist and the importance
of the newspaper press to soclety. As a party
lender and a cabinet minister, Mr. Gladstone
must have often been the subject of sharp
oriticisms; but he frankly acknowledged that
Lhe had been grestly benefited by the critical
comments of the press upon his own conduot,

and that none are so profoundly sensibls of the
gervices rendered by the journalist for the
good of society a8 men who occupy public sta-
tions, who are by such means reconciled to
the masses whose welfare they strive to
promote, and are taught invaluable lessons
which otherwise they could have no opportu-
nity of learning.  All this is undoubtedly true
as relates o the British press; and it will apply
with much greater force to the press of tgis
conntry, which is the very breath of their nos-
trils to many of our Fulrllc- men. The press of
the United States is the actual ruler of the
country, and members of Congress are but the
instruments to put into legal form the will of
the people, which first finds utterance through
the press. But the press is not only the ruler
of the people, wah:‘;xing with untiring zeal
over their interests, and sounding the alarm
in thunder tones whenever their rights or
privileges are interfered with; but it ig also the
ediacator of the people, furnishing instruc-
tion for them daily in all the relations of
life, with a degree of fullness and acouracy
which no other soclal agency has even been

nnea of the press to the
they cannot be overrated; and yet they are so
common and so cheap, 80 accessible to all, that
they are necesgarily underestimated by those
who derive the greatest benefits from them.
Popular liberty would be impossible without a
popular press, and therefore we find that m
all countries the freedom of the people is

exact proportion to the freedom of the press.
If the pregs, then, is of such vast importance
to the people, it is of vast importancs to them
that it sball be in proper hands, and be pro-
perly conducted. It may be said, **like people
like press;'’ show me your newspaper, and [
will tell you what yon are. The people must
be their own censors; this is a power which
cannot safely be delegated to any other power.
The newspaper must exist by virtne of its own
merits; the people for whom it 5 furnished

it meets their wishes, it will prosper; if not, it
will die.

The press, therefore, will faithfully reflect
the morality of the peopla by whom it is sup-
ported, with just a trifling greater elevation of
tone, and just a triflin hfg er order of intelli-
gence,  Accordingly, there cannot be any such
thipng as one great leading journal, bat a great
mapy leading journals, in & free count.?.
Egch class of society will desire for itsell t
journal best adapted to its own necessitles;
and whoever attempts, by any exiraneous
meaus, by extraordinary attractions, by cheap-
ness, or by any other means, to induce people
to take & journal which doss not appeal to
their sympathies, will make a dismal failure of
it. The experiment has often been tried of
fording a journal into circulation by grataitous
distribution, but never with success, Peopls
will not have what they do not want,
aud they will boy what they want,
without regard to price, The great arl
of the journalist, then, is to adapt
his journal to the needs.or the tastes of the
greatest number of Some men pos-
gead the Instinet of jomrnalism in & remark-
able degree, while in other respects they are
of very inferior ability, and succeed in their
business, to the astonishment of all who
kuow them. ' There are journals of great
ability published in this country and In
Fogland, whose opiuions are held in great
respect 'by stholars and statesmen, which
have never been able to a popunlar
circnlation, and have kept their proprietors
and editors in poverty; while there are
others of absolutely worthless character,
which' ciroulate far and wide, and enrich
their ' publishers, When Bir Cornwall
Lewis, who had been aditor of the Edinburgh
Heviaw, and must have had a preity thorough
acquaintance with the periodical lruratumof
his day, was Chancellor of the y he
swadzon&heomoudsm on the sub-
Juct o
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able to supply. The advantages and import- |
ople are so vast that |

are the only competent judges of its fituess: if |
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man of such vast luflnence and ocguples so
distinguished a position in soolety, fotrnalism
ean hardly be called a profession, and Lthe art
is yet in its infanoy. They manage things bet-
ter, not only in France, but in England. Our
system of journalism s a cross between the
two, and partakes of the vices of both without
their advautages. Journalism in Franoe is
purely personal, The publisher, the editor,
and the writer is cach responsible for his
own work., The publisher must bs known, and
furnish security for the proper vonduct of his
journsl, before Lo fs allowed to issne a copy of
it. The name of the editor-in-chief must also be
kmown, that the Government may know whom
to punich if e permits any outrageson publio
decency in his paper. The name of each
writer must be appended to hia artiole, as a
farther security to the publio against anony-
mous articles, The advantages of this system
are manifest. It is not an infringement In the
least degree on the fréedom of the press; it
only compels each individual writer to as-
sume the responsibility of his own aocts, and it
seoures to him also the benefits which may
socrue from them. Hence tha journalists of
France are men of renown, and the intellsctual
tone of the French press is greatly superior to
that of England or the United States. Jour-
nalism in Paris is not only an art which is cul-
tivated by men of the best intellsot, but it is
a profession which leads to honorable position.
The youngest member of the Freuch Academy
is a newspaper writer, who gained his lofty
honor solely by means of his journalistic pro-
ductions. Such a man in England or the
United States would probably have remainsd
in hopeless obscurity, unlegs he conld have
gained reputation by some means outside of a
nawqm%er.

The English system of jonrnalism is the
direct opposite of the French. In England
the jourpal is impersonal. Only the namae
of the publisher E.e given to the public. All
else iz profoundly secret. The editor of &
London newapaf)er is o myth, The Times,
which arrogantly olaims to be the leading
journal of Europe,  never published the
name of its editor, nor any of its writers
or correspondents, except once, when it
magnanimously acknowledged what all the
world knew, that its Crimean war corres-
pondent was Doctor Russell.  The TVmes

made a ferocious attack on Carlyle for
having disclosed the fact, in his life of John
Stirling, that Captain Stirling had been a
writer of the leaders which first gained it
the name of “The Thunderer.” ~ Genera-
tion after generation of brilliant young men
have gone up to London and written leaders in
the Zimes, until they have written themselves
into imbeoility, and been snuffed out, without
their readers ever knowing whose light it was
that had been hining on their pathway. The
advantages of this system all accrue to the
| journal, which is built and formed into a tre-
| mendons engine of voncrete intellectnal force.
| Men enoogh are found who are willing, for
i pay, to sacrifice their individualities and their
intellectnal gifts into a common mass for the
benefit of a remorseless impersonality., All
British journals, from the pondsrous Quarterly
Heview down to Mr. Punch's hebdomadal, are
| Puhliahed after the plan of the ZVmes, and the
iritish public have the satisfaction of being
led by leaders whom they never 586, never
know, and rarely are permitted even to sur-
mise the names of,

Our gystem of journalism is a hybrid, and,
like all bhybrids, has a constant tendency to
deterioration. It needs & reform badly; and,

, Al journalismn were an honorable profession,
or an art worthy of cultivation under the
conditions imposed upon it, journalists

{ themselves would very speedily bring about
a reform. The American journal is, gene-

rally, the property of its publisher, who
also assumes the credit of its editorship,

He and his paper are one; he permits no

name beside his own to appear in it, and his
assistants, who do all the lsbor for him,
work under the degrading consciousness
that whatever they may accomplish, all
thoir brilliance of style, all their industry,
their learning, their observation and expe-
rience of the world, go to build up a tu'i).a
reputation for another, and to increase the
value of a property which can never balong to
themeelves. Buch journalism as this can
uever be a profession—it is merely a -
shift; for what man of respectability and
talent will ever consent to bind himself to an
engrossing oconpation in which all the fruits
of his labor go to enrich and to elevate
anether ! Buch journalism can never become
an art, except to those who study the art of
extracting a8 much pay for ag littls labor as
they are capable of performing. But still the
calling of a journalist is one of the moblact
and most entioing in which an in ons intel-
lect can be employed, and we think there are
indications that it is gradually becomi
better worth the attention of noble-mind
men than it has besn heretofore.
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